
Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or procedures to participate in a City 
program, service, or activity, should contact the Community Development Department at (319) 286-5041 or email communitydevelopment@cedar-
rapids.org  as soon as possible, but no later than 48 hours before the event. 

 
 
 
 
 

City of Cedar Rapids 
Development Committee Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

 

 

Purpose of Development Committee:   

To enable the City Council to discuss and evaluate in greater detail these specific issues that directly impact the physical, social, and economic 
vibrancy of the City of Cedar Rapids. 
 
City Council Committee Members: 
Council member Ann Poe, Chair 
Council member Marty Hoeger 
Council member Ashley Vanorny 
 Mayor Bradley Hart is an ex-officio member of all Council Committees per City Charter Section 2.06. 
 

Agenda: 
 

1) Approval of Minutes – April 21, 2021          
      

2) Presentation 
a) Design standards and the built environment     Seth Gunnerson   15 Minutes 

         Eric Pate    
         Community Development 
 

b) Westdale Neighborhood Action Plan      Jeff Wozencraft  15 Minutes 
          Community Development 
 

3) Updates 
a) New Trails Murals        Sylvia Brueckert  10 Minutes 

         Community Development 
 

b) Wellington Heights  Neighborhood Action Plan    Jeff Wozencraft  10 Minutes 
          Community Development 

 
4) Public Comment 

 

5) Future Discussion Items 
 

Next Meeting June 16, 2021 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
• Members of the public who wish to speak during the public comment period must register to attend using this link. 

Information on how to join will be sent to your email address.  Joining the meeting can be done on many devices with internet 
access or via phone. 

• Members of the public who do not wish to speak can view the meeting via Facebook Live on the City of Cedar Rapids 
webpage. 

• Development Committee members will be emailed separate meeting invitations to join the virtual meeting. 

mailto:communitydevelopment@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:communitydevelopment@cedar-rapids.org
https://cedar-rapids.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_n7et_0KbQWG3bBEgn6RoBQ


 

 

City of Cedar Rapids 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Virtual Meeting 
Wednesday, April 21, 2021 

3:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting was brought to order at 3:02 p.m. 
 
Present: Councilmember Poe; Councilmember Vanorny; Councilmember Hoeger 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 
Councilmember Vanorny motioned to approve the minutes from the February 17, 2021 meeting. Seconded 
by Councilmember Hoeger. The motion carried.  

 
2. Presentation 

a. VAC Master Plan 
Sylvia Brueckert, Community Development Planner, shared a presentation on VAC Master Plan. Brueckert 
stated that it is Included in EnvisionCR and VAC work plan. She shared that the major Project goals are: 
Develop vision for public art in Cedar Rapids; Public Engagement; Assessment of current collection, 
including location suitability and maintenance needs; Identify future priorities and opportunities for new 
public art; and Guidance on public art funding. Brueckert stated that they received 6 proposals which were 
reviewed by Community Development staff and members of the Visual Arts Commission. She mentioned 
that they review committee selected the Cultural Planning Group; which is based in San Diego, CA with 
partners in Pennsylvania and Florida. This consultant group specialized in arts and culture planning. They 
are partnering with RLA Conservation which is nationwide art consultation firm, specialized in public art. 
Brueckert mentioned that the next steps are to set a Public Art Plan Taskforce. She stated that they would 
have Visioning Sessions with the Visual Arts Commission and Community-wide. She mentioned that there 
would also be Public Engagement: Visioning forum; Public Art presentation; Stakeholder group; Place-
based engagement; an Online Survey; and a Public Art Collection Review. Brueckert reviewed the timeline 
of the VAC Master Plan. She mentioned that in May-June 2021: Project kickoff; in Summer-Fall 2021: 
Public Engagement, visioning, and public art survey; in Fall-Winter 2021: plan development stage and 
public engagement; and in February-March 2022: Estimated Completion. 

Councilmember Vanorny shared her appreciation for the hard word that has been put into the project; staff 
and committee members. City Manager Pomeranz shared his thanks. Councilmember Poe had remarks 
about other projects that hopefully will include the VAC for: historical markers along the trail and 
Councilmember Poe would like the VAC to work with HPC. She would also like the VAC to work with 
the Neighborhood Associations planning process. Councilmember Poe would like the VAC to reach out to 
SMMID. Additionally, she would like to know the status of the art at the Eastern Iowa Airport and would 
like an updated inventory of art in the City. 

 



 

3. Recommendation Items 
a. Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Project 

Sara Buck, Community Development Housing Manager, shared a presentation on Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credit Project. Buck stated that the Proposed Project by HATCH Development Group, LLC is 
proposing to do a Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) project; their application to Iowa Finance 
Authority is due next month. The Location of the project is at the corner of 6th Street SE and 7th Avenue 
SE. Buck shared a picture of the site plan. She shared some Key Project Features; which are, Exterior 
masonry and architectural features are complimentary to the neighborhood. The project will have 44 Units 
– 10 restricted to 30% AMI & 34 restricted to 60% AMI (this is proposed, still in flux). She mentioned that 
this would be Supportive Housing – 10% (5 units) will be set aside for Foster Youth experiencing 
homelessness; a partnership with Foundation 2. Buck shared another picture of the project. She mentioned 
the next steps. She shared that on April 27, 2021; City Council will hear a presentation and there will be a 
Resolution of Support given. Furthermore, she mentioned that applications due to the Iowa Finance 
Authority in May of 2021. 

Councilmember Vanorny asked if that is the only design photos that they have of the project; Buck replied 
that as of right now this is all they have. Councilmember Vanorny stated that she likes the architectural 
features that this project will bring to that area and is looking forward to this project. Councilmember Poe 
is also in agreement with the architectural features and is supportive of this project.  
 
Councilmember Vanorny motioned to move the recommendation to City Council. Seconded by 
Councilmember Hoeger. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
4. Updates 

a. 6th Street Corridor Action Plan 
Jeff Wozencraft, Community Development Planner, shared a presentation on the 6th Street Corridor Action 
Plan. Wozencraft shared the Plan Overview. He shared the project boundaries for the Corridor Action Plan 
for 6th Street SW which are as follows: North Boundary 1st Avenue; South Boundary US-30; which includes 
adjacent neighborhoods and business districts. He shared that the plan will focus on Connection – 
Transportation network improvements; as well as, Strengthen – Incremental development of corridor and 
surrounding neighborhood. He shared a picture of the project. He shared an Overview of Outreach. He 
stated that this project began with Paving for Progress Open House; then came Focus Group Meetings 
(North and South ends of Corridor). He stated that outreach has also been too Cedar River Academy; Taylor 
Area Neighborhood Association; Pop-Up outreach at Jim’s Foods; and several Internal discussion 
meetings. Wozencraft reviewed the Goals for Connect which are too improve transportation and 
infrastructure to make 6th street a multi-modal corridor; implement ways to enhance pedestrian experience, 
particularly in areas highlighted in the pedestrian master plan. He shared some action steps for “Connect” 
which is to implement rightsizing (road diet) of the road from four lanes to three along the entire corridor, 
building on the Paving for Progress project from Wilson to 33rd Avenue. He shared some pictures of Wiley 
Blvd. Additionally some improve pedestrian crossing facilities around the following intersections: 33rd 
Avenue SW from 6th Street to I-380 and 5th Avenue SW and 6th Street SW. Additionally, there would be 
some fill in sidewalk gaps at strategic locations. Wozencraft shared the goals for Strengthen which are to 
promote aesthetic improvements and enhance its visual character; improve organizational capacity; and to 
improve stormwater absorption along the corridor. The action steps for strengthen would be to target 
improvements to Reed Park that could enhance the park as a community asset; and to improve Reed Park 
programming to engage the neighborhood. He shared some images of the park. Wozencraft stated that they 
are finalizing timeline around action steps with responsible city departments and finalizing the plan 
document. Wozencraft stated that a recommendation from City 



 

Councilmember Vanorny had questions about the timeline of some of the projects and appreciates the hard 
work for this project. Councilmember Poe also had questions regarding the timeline for some projects. 
Doug Wilson responded with potential dates. Councilmember Poe and Vanorny had questions about 
sidewalk projects and Wilson responded with potential dates. Councilmember Vanorny had comments and 
concerns about the Power lines around some of the project and would like the City to work with the Energy 
companies to get some of those utility lines buried. Councilmember Poe also had questions regarding the 
utility lines as well. Wilson responded. Councilmember Poe had a question about the miles in the project; 
Wozencraft responded.   
 

b. Design Guidelines 
Bill Micheel, Community Development Assistant Director, and Sylvia Brueckert, Community 
Development Planner, shared a presentation on Urban Design User’s Guide. Micheel shared that this is a 
follow-up project of ReZone Cedar Rapids. He mentioned that the work was completed by Ferrell-Madden 
and City Staff. Brueckert stated that this is a supplement to the Zoning Code. The User’s Guide explains 
requirements in urban zone districts; highlights best practices; and is a tool to evaluate proposals. She shared 
the process. She stated that staff currently has a Preliminary draft document which is being reviewed by 
staff. The contents include: Introduction and Intent; Site Design, Building Placement & Massing; and 
Building Design Standards: Common Issues. Brueckert shared some photographs that illustrate best 
practices for meeting zoning code in urban form districts. The photographs show Facade Composition. 
Brueckert shared that the next steps would be to get feedback from district stakeholders and Design and 
development professionals. Micheel also shared that they have taken input for this guide from a variety of 
different groups and staff members.  

Councilmember Vanorny had a question about what type of building this would cover. Brueckert stated 
that this covers all buildings within the district. Councilmember Vanorny shared her appreciation for this 
guide.  Councilmember Poe had questions if this guide will include historical embellishments on buildings. 
Micheel responded that yes, these will be included in the guide. Councilmember Poe asked if HPC would 
be reviewing this guide; Micheel responded that yes they would be reviewing the guide. 

 
c. Czech Village/NewBo Area Redevelopment 

Adam Lindenlaub, Community Development Planner, shared a presentation on the Czech Village/NewBo 
Area Redevelopment. He shared a map of the boundary and vision of the Redevelopment Master Plan. He 
shared the Key Action Steps that are currently underway; Design and construct ConnectCR Pedestrian 
Bridge and trail extensions; Design of new streets adjacent to the greenway park and Sinclair detention 
basin; and Develop strategy for the inventory and phasing of city-owned property near the greenway park, 
Sinclair detention basin, and in Lot 44. Lindenlaub shared a map of City-owned Property that is Available. 
The map is color coded to show its availability by year. 

Councilmember Vanorny had no questions or comments. Councilmember Poe is thrilled and exited and 
appreciative of this project.  
 
5. Public Comment 
None. 
 
6. Future Discussion Items 
Councilmember Vanorny: 

• Redevelopment/re-purpose of city-owned properties  
o Food insecurity properties 



 

• Pollinator Expansion – designated beehive spaces 
Councilmember Poe: 

• Inventory of open commercial space in downtown  
o Pratt to check with Jasmine 

• Trolley in downtown to boost return to downtown 
 
Councilmember Vanorny motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:03pm. Seconded by Councilmember Poe. 
The motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Cannon, Administrative Assistant  
Community Development 
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